
Roberto Cardarelli

Roberto Cardarelli is the Assistant Director in the Middle East and Central Asia 
Department (MCD) of the IMF, and mission chief for Morocco. Before MCD, he worked 
in the Western Hemisphere Department of the IMF where he was chief of the North 
America division and Southern Cone II division, and mission chief for Canada, Chile, and 
Argentina. He also worked in the Asia and Pacific Department of the IMF, as chief of 
the Regional Studies Division, and in the World Economic Studies Division of the IMF’s 
Research Department, as senior economist. Mr. Cardarelli is an Italian national, and 
holds a PhD in Economics from the University of Cambridge, U.K. 

Attiya Waris

Turki Abalala

Attiya Warris is the current UN Independent Expert on Foreign Debt and other related 
international financial obligations of States on Human Rights and is the only Professor 
of Fiscal Law and Policy in Eastern Africa. She is a Commissioner on the Lancet-O'Neil 
Commission on racism and Structural Discrimination in Health and Chairs the Supervisory 
Board of the Capabuild Foundation. She holds a PhD in Law and is a specialist in Fiscal 
Law, Policy and Development. She is an advocate, company secretary and arbitrator of 20 
years standing. She has published widely, most notably her book “Tax and Development” 
(2013) is the first publication globally that links the areas of tax and human rights and her 
more recent publication “Financing Africa” (2019) is the first publication globally to map 
out African fiscal systems.

Turki Abalala is the Assistant Deputy Minister for International Relations Policy and 
Consultation at the Ministry of Finance, Saudi Arabia. He holds a Ph.D. in Economics and has 
a distinguished career in economic advisory roles. Prior to his current position, he served 
as an Advisor to the Executive Director at the IMF, following his tenure as an economic 
advisor in the central government. He has also held prominent academic roles, including 
Assistant Professor and Head of the Economics Department at King Abdulaziz University.
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Deon Pierre Filmer

Deon Filmer is Director of the Research Group at the World Bank. He was previously Co-
Director of the World Development Report on education, Learning to Realize Education’s 
Promise, and was Lead Economist in the Human Development department of the Africa 
Region. He works on issues of human capital and skills, service delivery, and the impact 
of policies and programs to improve human development outcomes. He has published 
widely in refereed journals and has also produced or contributed to a number of books 
and reports. He holds a PhD in Economics from Brown University.
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Ibrahim Elbadawi

Adeel Malik is a political economist whose research focuses on long-term development, 
political economy, and economic history, particularly in Muslim societies. His notable 
work includes an award-winning article on 'The Economics of the Arab Spring,' which 
has been translated into Arabic and several other languages and it was featured in The 
Economist. He also co-edited a volume on “Crony Capitalism in the Middle East: Business 
and Politics from Liberalization to the Arab Spring” published by Oxford University Press 
in 2019. His research interests include the political economy of the Middle East and the 
interplay between religion, land, and politics in Pakistan. He holds the Globe Fellowship 
at the Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies and is affiliated with multiple research centers 
at Oxford University. He contributes to various media outlets and his previous research 
affiliations include: the Department of Economics, Oxford University (200405-); Merton 
College (200203- and 200506-); Center for International Development, Harvard University 
(2001), and Mahbub ul Haq Human Development Centre, Islamabad (19971999-).

Ibrahim Elbadawi has been the Managing Director of The Economic Research Forum 
since 2017. He previously held the position of Minister of Finance and Economic 
Planning for the Republic of Sudan. His contributions extend globally, having been 
appointed by the UN Secretary-General to the High-Level Advisory Board on Economic 
and Social Affairs in December 2020. Prior to his current roles, he held key positions 
including Director at the Economic Policy & Research Center, Dubai Economic Council, 
Lead Economist at the World Bank's Development Research Group, and Professor 
of economics at the University of Gezira in Sudan. He holds a PhD in economics and 
statistics from North Carolina State and Northwestern universities in the USA. He 
has published widely on macroeconomics, growth, democratic transitions and the 
economics of civil wars and post-conflict transitions and co-edited significant reports 
and books. His regional specialization covers Africa and the Middle East.


