
Lamia Moubayed Bissat

Lamia Moubayed Bissat is a development specialist. Her experience spans senior 
positions in Government, international development, and the private sector. She was 
appointed by the United Nations Secretary General to serve on the UN Committee of 
Experts on Public Administration (CEPA), and was elected Vice Chair. She currently 
leads a center of excellence in governance and public financial management in 
Lebanon and is a non-resident senior international fellow at the Asfari Institute for Civil 
Society and Citizenship at the American University of Beirut. Fluent in four languages, 
she holds an M.Sc. degree from the American University of Beirut and Professional 
Certificates in Strategic Policy Planning and Management from the UK. She was 
awarded the prestigious French distinction of “Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur” for 
her dedication to development cooperation.

Azza Fahmy

Azza Fahmy, an esteemed jewelry designer in the MEA region, began her career over 50 
years ago, inspired by a German art book on medieval jewelry at the 1969 Egyptian Book 
Fair. She has taken the role of translating the region’s culture and international art and 
historic references to the world. She became an apprentice in Khan El Khalili, Egypt’s 
ancient jewelry quarter, and later received a British Council scholarship to study at the 
City of London Polytechnic. Her craft has captured the attention of cultural and fashion 
cognoscenti and collaborated with world renowned designers, and has ventured into 
architectural design with KarmSolar. In 2013, she founded the “Design Studio by Azza 
Fahmy”, a pioneering design education hub. With her daughters Fatma and Amina, she 
continues to gain international acclaim and serves as a cultural ambassador for Egypt.
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Khaled Mahdi

Khaled Mahdi is the Secretary-General of the Supreme Council for Planning and 
Development (GSSCPD) of Kuwait and the Programme Director of the Country Plan 
Action Program of UNDP in Kuwait. He is a member of several high-level government 
boards and committees, such as the Public Authority for Industries, the Kuwait Institute 
for Scientific Research, the Public Housing Authority, the Economic and Fiscal Reform 
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Committee and the Kuwait Master Plan 2040, among others. Since he assumed his 
current post, Khaled established four development research centers at GSSCPD: the 
Kuwait Public Policy Center (KPPC), the National Knowledge Economy Center (NKEC), 
the National Development Research Center (NDRC) and the National Sustainable 
Development Observatory (NSDO). In his capacity as Secretary General, Khaled 
established Kuwait’s National Standing Steering Committee for the Implementation of 
the UN Agenda 2030, in addition to signing several MoUs with local and international 
organizations to bolster GSSCPD’s capacity and to strengthen GSSCPD’s bilateral 
relations with strategic partners. Khaled is a B.Sc. graduate of the University of Toronto 
and holds a Ph.D. degree from Northwestern University in Chemical Engineering.

Moneef R. Zou’bi

Mohamed Hannachi

Moneef Zou’bi is a veteran in global sustainable development, specializing in Science, 
Technology, and Innovation (STI) within Higher Education ecosystems for over 30 years. 
He obtained his undergraduate and postgraduate degrees in Civil Engineering Technology 
and Management from Brighton and Loughborough Universities, UK. Furthering his 
expertise, he conducted postgraduate research at the Department of Science and 
Technology Studies at the University of Malaya. Currently, he serves as the Science 
Advisor to the Interaction Council (IAC). Formerly, he directed the Islamic World Academy 
of Sciences (IAS) for over two decades and now holds adjunct professorships at UCSI 
University and the University of Malaya in Malaysia. Passionate about humanitarian 
causes, sustainable development, science advocacy and diplomacy, he has lectured 
in over 30 countries, published over 60 papers, and authored the landmark Arab States 
Chapter of the 2010 UNESCO Science Report. Additionally, he is affiliated with various 
international organizations and serves on multiple boards, demonstrating his commitment 
to advancing science diplomacy and sustainable development worldwide.

Mohamed Hedi Hannachi is the Program Director at Al Arabiya. Over the past twenty 
years, he has produced several films, documentaries, programs, and field interviews. 
He has also covered numerous wars and humanitarian crises in Africa and Asia. He 
won the “Arab Political Journalism Award” and is the author of four historical and 
social books.


